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This is the sixth book in the Earth's Children series by Jean Auel. Fans ofher books wait YEARS for rhe next insta menr. The first
book, Th€ clan ofthe cave Bear, was published in 1980. From the firsr, I enjoyed the story ofAyla, a cro Magnon chird who was
orphaned in an earthquake. A Neandertal woman, Iza, the healer in a clan th;t is searching ior a new cave ro ti;e in (also because of
the eathquake), cares for her. EventuaUy she becomes part of this clan, though the differences are dramatic. She talks, for one thing,
and the Neandertals don'r. Thev use a language ofrnovement and gesture to aommunicate, augmented by a few sounds.

I first learned ofthe series after three books were out itl paperback. Differences in educarion between Cro Magnons and Neandenals
built into the story was an example in a wall Street Joumal editorial I rcad one day during the 1980,s. In Cla;ofthe Cave Bear,
Neandertal children had only to be reminded of cla, memories ro understand or learn soriethine. Auel attributed an almost instinctual
synem olrnemoD ro rhe Neandendls in Ier sror). Cro Magnons. including A1la. had ro ( lan rie.".t"r, , 
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in things many times. I read the three books, and then read them a second rime very slowly. I didn,t want to be finished with Ayla.

The setting in Book I is a little noth ofwhat is now the Black Sea, about 30,000 years ago. In The Valey ofHorses (bk.2), Ayla has
been banished and is living alone in a cave in a valley far to the nonh. She rakes in rhe foat ofa horse sl,j t<ittea ana genttei it, iater
rides it. She raises a cave lion cub and domesticates a wolfcub. Jondalaasjoumey with his brother ends near her cavi with Thonolan
killed bv that cave lion, now grown, and Ayla's rescue ofJondalar. Before they leave the vall€y, Jondatar invenrs the atlail, a spear
thrower. The sex between th€m is far too descriptive and quile unnecessary. The Mammoth H;nters (bk.3) has rhem living wiih other
Cro Magnon people, the Mamuloi, in the Caucasus, where Ayla is adopted by Mamut, the shaman ofthe group. The plainiofpassage
(bk. 4) is the story ofileiriourney from central Asia to southern France, and rhe return ro Jondatar,s peopie, tire zelandoni. The '
Sheiters ofstone Ok.5) has them living with th€ Zelandoniand negotiating Ayla's rank among rhem as Jondalar,s chosen rnate (he is
the son ofthe chieftain, his mother).

ln book 6, Ayla is training to become a Zelandonii. the equivalent ofa shaman or priest/prjestess. She and Jondalar have a child, and
her tmining is rigorous. Among many events, this book gives the reader a tour of the painted caves ofsouthern France and provid€s in
story fonn some cultural aspecrs ofthe painting ard use ofthese caves.

Too often in Auel's writing are repeated recitals ofearlier information, notjust some backgrouod information in the early chaplers to
equjp a new readerwith enough understanding nofio be lost in rhebook being read. Agai;and again, Auel adds paragraphs oi
backstory that are not necessary because she has already given rhat parr of the backstory earlier in the boot. mesi ref,etit;ons are
enough to demote the story from the status ofa sweeping histori€al fiction epic. The reperirions are often when Ayla is inside her
head, questioning herselfand Jondalar a.d everyahing else because she is an oursider, because she aeain rs not su;e Jondatar reath
loves her. They are fuu ofsuch angst rhat in those passages the story armost becomes no better thani romance novel.

Auel's fans wouldn't have to wait so long for the next book ifshe woutd tighten up her writing. The books would be a good bir
shorter, but the story would be better. wlerc is her ediror? And yet, I will rcad thenext one, ni matter how long it is (his audiobook
was 29 discs)-
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