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Animportantelemenlthatdefinesthedifference,formeatleast,betweenfantasyandsciencefictionhastodowiththepotentialfor
eventsolaclionsinthebooktoactuallyoccurorbecomepossibleJtsomepointinlhefUlUrc,-sciencefictioncontainsideas,evenls,
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porenriat for becoming rertiry, iinot in rny tifer me, then somehme forward ofthat. I pul star Trek into that
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i p"lsible that space travei transporrat'on from poht to point, phasers' unrversal translators androids' etc are in
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regarding travel at more than lght speedl. science fiction novels often take place in some future

time, bul sometimes in the Presenl.

fanrasv on rhe other hand, contains elemenrs that have \ahar I consider such low potentialfor reality thatthey are _fantastic"'Waviig

:;;?;ilffi;",,";;;;;;;;'i;;";, ib"ri"'".."use a reatherto rise in theairora patronus to be corliuredlo protect one rrom

adementor(nonalterhowmuchlen]oytnerrarryPofterbooks).Noraretlreremagicalf.amiliesamongus.FaniasyisalsoVeryoften
set in the past, and sometimes in the prcsent

TheLostGateislabeledSci.FibyBlacksloneAudio,bultomeiliSfaniasy,ItissetinthepreseDl,Therearecarsandtelephonesand

".,mn,,,e,. ,n.t wdtman srore,. Mdn\ ot ir. ch.raclers are par ot fdmilies ihal d e de'cenddnrs or m) rholoercal gods d|d eodde"es'
';:'i'":;; ;# !. ;' ;'""'" .i 1,,".,'.''o"",v \".n. ,' "t .t ,..,,n' or rn' Norse god'' and. heir hedd or tamirv I' drwdls cdrred

odin. The Greeks, as they are ca ea, tave someone narned gerrnia. other families;re menlioned: the Persians. the sanskrirs, etc. All
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g"rin because they ended up on thc wrong side ofa gate from their home world when a trickster on the other

world closed the gate 1,400 yearc before-

Inthesefamilies'almosteveryonehasmagi0powerofonesorloranother,andeducationisaboutteachingtheyoungonestodevelop
it "i""**. -."g",y. Wrrat is oi greates,interest is the binh and later identification ofa gate mage, one who can create gates that caD

u..1.","r"".,;i,;"*o'^.."'"-,r,.'\4o\ingrnroughalrhlegdre'rrergrnensandhedl"dper'onMot;rgrhrorghLhagdrero.
rhe olher sor,d $oLtd..rL.", p.r,on 

'o 
r,,.. rn. .o'powerLr rrar. rie ,na 'r,e 

person . lamrl) corrld domrndre d'l olhea' D'rrrnv \onh

,"lr"rqn' '" r"'.." p"".r: aiall.,rnrilhe calrze" \e i' crezr'ng liu le sare' and mo\ ing Ihrough rhem- l 
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arra"ii*** OV n"r,V *ith all other families a gate mage willbe pui to death to keep anv famil! liom becomrng domrnant Hrs

fl igh't fiom his family arirl development inlo a grcat gate mage are halfthis storv'

I\,leanwhile,backonthehomeplanet,theleiSanolherwholeSocietygoingon,Thesetiingisnotuhalwouldbeconsideredpresenl
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r,rcl. vos people in tliis society tave magtcatpowers, too. And it is where ihe rrickster who closed the gate

is located. even ifhe doesn't know he is thai person

Thisbookendsquiteabruptly,anddoesnolsatisfy.Apparently,anolherbookuil]conlinuetlrestory.Theaudiobookhadan
interesting delivery:two readers, one for each planet'
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